
                                             

 

 

 

 

Date Service (11 a.m.) Forum (9:45 – 10:30a.m.) 

April 5 “Easter: Community as Family.”  Service 

Leader: Rev. Dea Kowalczyk  

(Potluck after service) 

NO FORUM 

April 12 “Native American Spirituality: Walking 

the Red Road and What That Means.” 

Service Leader: Jacob Studinger. 

“Wiccan Rituals.” Host: Rev. Dea Kowalczyk 

April 19 “Earth Day Service.” Service Leaders; 

Michelle Halley and Kathy Klos 

“Week in Review.” Host: Tom Sullivan 

April 26 “Wabi Sabi” Service Leader: gg gordon "Discussion of Revising the MqtUU Mission 

Statement"  

Hosts: gg gordon and Nancy Sullivan. 
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You are Invited to the Meeting House… 
 

 
Friday April 3 @ 6pm  

 

Bring a dish, a friend,  

share great conversation!  
  

Come for the food, stay for fun! 

There’s always cake to celebrate 

the Birthdays of the Month! 

  

 
 

Special Offerings for the Month of April! 

 Easter Sunday Service, April 5 

“Easter: Community as Family” 

 
Reflect upon what it means to have a close-

knit community, how we effect the feel of the 

community we live in, and how that 

community becomes family. 

Potluck Sunday brunch following the service 

– dinning together as a family. 

  

                              April 12 Forum: 

                              Wiccan Rituals  

                               Explained 

Come and learn about the hows and whys 

behind the symbolism and ritual of a  

Wiccan ceremony. 

  

 



FROM: Community Development Committee 
 

The next meeting will be Saturday, April 11 at 10:00AM at the Meeting House. We welcome all who are 

interested in learning more about the programs we support in the community and how we help those who are a 

part of our congregation. Please call Tim at 906-346-2122 if you would like to know more. 
 

FROM: Social Action Committee  
“Share the Plate” offers opportunities for our members to develop and deepen connections with non-profit 

organizations from the local, state, national and global levels. Your nominations of non-profit organizations for 

recipients are welcome!  The April “Share the Plate” Recipient is: 

 

 

Bay Cliff Health Camp is a place apart…where children and adults with physical 

disabilities learn to believe in themselves, strive for fuller lives, and realize their dreams. 

We also are a place that offers a warm, friendly environment and excellent facilities for 

guest programs promoting health, wellness, education and youth development.  

www.baycliff.org      

 
The MqtUU Social Action Committee NEEDS YOU! The next SAC meeting will be held Sunday,  15 at 

12:30pm. Put your passion to action and get involved with issues of social and environmental justice! As a 

collective voice we can make a difference! Check us out on Facebook to get current on meeting dates and issues 

being addressed. https://www.facebook.com/groups/1404026069870621/ 

FROM: MqtUU President, Sarah Redmond 

                                                              I’ve no hard evidence for this but I’ve got to believe T.S. Eliot was a Yooper, at  
     least at heart, when he wrote “April is the cruelest month…”  It’s what many of    
     us, particularly those of us who live on dirt roads, call The Muddies. But, the  
     promise of warmth, green and early flowers also come with April. Perhaps we’ll   
     even have an early outing by Megan and little Corwyn Garret Foulks. 

 
                                        Mqt.UU’s calendar will be full with our Stewardship Service this Sunday, March  
                                        29th, followed by  our Easter Service, led by Dea Kowalczyk, complete with a          
                                        potluck gathering. Jacob Studinger will be sharing his journey and understanding 
of native American spirituality. Our month of earth re-birth will celebrated with Earth Day led by Michelle 
Halley and Kathy Klos.  “Zionism Unsettled” educational series exploring the roots and impact of Zionism 
and Christian Zionism have on the Middle East conflicts will take place at First Presbyterian Church.  
 
Religious Education committee is busy planning the rest of the church year and once again hosting Peace 
Camp. The Camp New Day blanket making party is expanding by inviting Esky and Houghton UUs as 
well as others.  
 
The Board of Trustees continues to work on the budget for 2015-16 and will finalize it once we have final 
pledge numbers. Thanks to Mike White and team for leading our annual ritual of affirming our 
commitment to Marquette Unitarian Universalist Congregation. Thanks to all who have made their pledge 
and a nudge to those who haven’t.   
 
Looking forward to being on what we call “the right side of The Bridge.”   
 
Sarah Redmond 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

tel:906-346-2122
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1404026069870621/


Member Notes….Meet Dea Kowalczyk 

Dea Kowalczyk is a newer member who started attending last year and joined 

in October of 2014.  Raised in Rhinelander, she graduated from both Nicolet 

Community College and UW-Green Bay with degrees in Art.  After 

graduation, she worked in a photo lab doing high quality digital, photo 

retouching.  She met her husband-to-be, Mike, through a mutual friend, while 

he was an undergraduate at NMU and she was still working on her degrees at 

UW.  Eventually, they married and moved to Madison in 2002, where Mike 

earned two MS degrees and his PhD in Math and Computer Science.   
 

While in Madison, Dea became interested in Wicca and started studying to be a leader  

(?Priestess) in that faith tradition.  She became very active in two groups there, one the Temple of Diana, and 

the other was the Tigers Eye Temple. Dea told me that she grew up “loosely Catholic,” in non-church attending 

family and was unaware that being a woman minister in another faith might be an option for her.  She had 

always felt a spiritual connection and learning about women’s roles in Wicca was exciting and appealing to her.  

She studied for __years with one of the women leaders of the Wiccan group in Madison in the hope of taking on 

a leadership role in that tradition some day. 
 

Mike and Dea moved to Marquette in 2008 where she joined a local Wiccan circle.  Eventually the leader of 

that group moved away and Dea stepped up to fill that role around 2012-13.  In looking for meeting space for 

the Wiccan group, called United by Light, Dea learned about the Marquette UU Congregation.  Until that point, 

she knew little about Unitarian Universalism and decided to check us out last year.  She says that she was 

immediately struck by the warmth, friendliness, and non-judgmental attitude with which she was welcomed.  

She felt that people were attending for the right reasons and she liked the Seven Principles of our tradition.  So 

feeling no conflict between Wicca and Unitarian Universalism, she decided to join.  She subsequently attended 

our New to UU class this past winter, and has led two Sunday services thus far.  Dea says that if she had known 

about Unitarian Universalism when she was younger, she might have chosen to go in that direction and study 

for the ministry.  She admits to looking at the online classes offered through the Starr King School for the 

Ministry. 
 

Dea also leads the United by Light Wiccan group locally and it now has met several times in our building.  She 

has her license to practice ministry from the Universal Life church and will leading two Wiccan weddings this 

summer.  Currently, she is a stay-at-home Mom with two young sons, Victor, age 5, and Amadeus, age 2 ½.  

She still loves art, particularly drawing with charcoal.  But she continues to learn and try a variety of art forms 

and integrates art into her practice of Wicca.  She and her husband live out of town a bit and love the quiet of 

the Upper Peninsula’s more rustic areas. 

Dea and Amadeus. 

In Madison, Dea also studied a particular form of belly 

dancing done by a few tribes in Pakistan, Afganistan and 

Turkey.  She and a friend started a small business where 

they performed for groups. She said that some of her 

costumes weighed almost forty pounds with all their 

ornamentation. 



FROM: Mission Statement Committee 
The Mission Statement Committee has drafted the following for the Congregation's consideration.  What 

follows is a draft Mission Statement.  A Mission Statement is defined as "a written declaration of 

an organization's core purpose and focus that normally remains unchanged over time. Properly 

crafted mission statements (1) serve as filters to separate what is important from what is not, (2) clearly 

state which markets will be served and how, and (3) communicate a sense of intended direction to the 

entire organization." 
 

Ideally a mission statement is something a congregation can insert into its order of service, say in unison at 

services, and use to define our organization to outsiders. 
 

The Committee's draft Mission Statement: 

 

We, the Marquette Unitarian Universalist Congregation, are 

  

Bound Together By a Core Belief in the Power of Love; and are 

  

Committed to Building Beloved Community. 

  

We Care for, Nurture and Support the Spiritual Growth of One Another; 

  

We Share Reverence for our Natural Environment and are Dedicated to the Respectful Stewardship 

of the Earth; and 

  

We Work Together to Bend the Moral Arc of the Universe toward Justice. 
 

The Committee invites everyone in the congregation to offer feedback, reactions, suggestions, proposed 

edits, etc. on this proposal.  Comments may be submitted via email to g.g. gordon, 

plumskiter@gmail.com,, or to g.g. or Nancy Sullivan in person.  We will also have an upcoming Adult 

Forum dedicated to a discussion of the proposal.  Any and all input is invited and welcome. 

Please let us know what you think about this! 

~*~ 

 

Correspondence From: Barb Michael 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

        
 

 

Ending a Beautiful Birthday following 

an Outdoor Concert 

Cape Town Unitarian Service of Gratitude 

...table made from old pulpit 

...minister is going to GA this year. 

St. George's Cathedral where 

Bishop Desmond Tutu  

still occasionally speaks. 

http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/declaration.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/organization.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/overtime.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/mission.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/market.html
mailto:plumskiter@gmail.com


FROM: RE Coordinator, Lisa McKenzie 
 

 
 

All hands on deck! for our last Sunday in March as we learn how to tie blankets for Camp New Day.  Nancy 

Sullivan will be leading this activity as well as telling us about who the campers are at Camp New Day and why 

they are there.  We will also have our monthly Mindful Snack; slowing down and appreciating all the 

abundance in our lives. 

RE will welcome our first two Sundays in April with some fun Easter/Spring activities for all ages together.  On 

April 19th our older group will be digging back into their Toolbox of Faith looking at gloves as a metaphor for 

love, and our younger group will be celebrating Earth Day by planting “seeds of love”.    April 26th will be 

another mindful morning for all ages together; if weather permits you may find us taking a walking meditation 

outside! 

Please mark your calendars for these up-coming RE events: 

May 9 - Blanket Making Social for Camp New Day, Noon-4pm at the Meeting House 

May 17 -  Tourist Park Picnic and Clean-Up with Alice, 1-3pm at Tourist Park 

May 30 - RATI dinner, RE will join the entire congregation to make dinner for our RATI guests 

June 7 -  RE Service:  “A Mindful Sundae”, an end of the year celebration  

June 13-14 - Camp out at Tourist Park, this date is tentative 

August 21-23 -  Peace Camp, this date is locked in 

See you on Sunday! 

Lisa 

WE NEED YOU! 

As a lay-led congregation, it is the members who lead Sunday Services! Perhaps you have something you 

want to share but lack the confidence, skill or experience to get behind the podium! 

 

Let’s Work Together to Change That! 

 

 “The Shared Pulpit: A Sermon Seminar for Lay People”   by Erika Hewitt 

 

A complete workshop to help lay people gain experience writing and preaching a full-length sermon for 

their congregation will be offered at the Meeting House Beginning MAY 3rd @ 12:30. This easy-to-use 

guide for both facilitators and participants provides a step-by-step lesson plan. Workshop members learn 

about the theory and theology of preaching, then practice writing and speaking with authenticity, gradually 

building toward composing quality 20-minute sermons.  

                                                                                                                                                                                            

 

 

 

Sunday, May 3rd @ 12:30 – 3:30pm 

MqtUU Meeting House 

For more information call  

Heidi Gould 226-0102 or email mqtuuadassist@gmail.com 



FROM: The Stewardship Committee 

 
We are now 8 weeks into our annual pledge drive.  At 

the time of this writing, we have 25 pledges totaling 

$45,245.  Thank you to all members who have already 

pledged.  That is the good news.  The bad news is that 

we have 20 past supporters who have not yet pledged 

this year. I would urge you to please make your 

financial commitment to our congregation today. 

 

Commitment is what our pledge drive is all about.  For the last 2 years, I have been thinking 

about how to light the fire of commitment in our congregation.  I know that there are a lot 

of good organizations out there asking you all for support every month.  They have 

professional fundraisers and beautiful literature to get your attention.  I cannot compete 

with those resources.  The only thing that I have to offer you is this congregation.  This 

congregation is an eclectic collection of people who come together for different 

reasons.  Some people are looking for community.  Some people are looking for spiritual 

development.  Others come to be part of our social justice activities.  Whatever your 

appetite, you decided to come to this congregation to satisfy it.  I suspect there is some 

reason why you chose to be with us instead of with one of these other organizations.  Think 

about that reason.  Let it light the fire.  Please pledge today.  

 

Mike White 

Stewardship Chairperson 
 

~*~ 

Reflection & Learning Project on Israel-Palestine 
 

 

Wednesdays April 8 – April 29 @ 6 – 8pm 

First Presbyterian Church 

120 N. Front St, Marquette, MI 49855 
 

What role have Zionism and Christian Zionism played in shaping attitudes and driving historical developments 

in the Middle East and around the world? How do Christians, Jews, and Muslims understand the competing 

claims to the land of Palestine and Israel? What steps can be taken to bring peace, reconciliation, and justice to 

the homeland that Palestinians and Israelis share?  

 

Zionism Unsettled embraces these critical issues fearlessly and with inspiring scope. The booklet and 

companion DVD draw together compelling and diverse viewpoints from Jews, Muslims, and Christians in 

Israel, Palestine, the US, and around the globe. By contrasting mainstream perceptions with important 

alternative perspectives frequently ignored in the media, Zionism Unsettled is an invaluable guide to deeper 

understanding.  

 

THANK YOU! to those who have 

submitted pledge forms for the 15/16 

Fiscal Year. 
 

If you have yet to complete a pledge form 

please do so and submit either by mailing, 

giving to gg or Mike, or putting in the 

treasurer's folders at the meetinghouse. 



May Intergenerational Service Project:   

Making fleece blankets for Camp New Day Campers 

For whom??  Or what is Camp New Day???  Camp New Day-UP offers a fun camp experience for Upper 

Peninsula children who have incarcerated parents or other relatives (current or past). Children in these situations 

often sustain economic and emotional consequences from the incarceration of their family members.  Camp 

New Day offers these children a week of fun camp experiences such as swimming, canoeing, games, crafts and 

evening campfire activities. The camp is solely supported through donations and grants; and all children attend 

free of charge.   

Who is invited?  Marquette UUs, Camp New Day Board, St Paul 

Episcopal Church, Houghton and Escanaba UUs.  Anyone able to handle 

scissors and/or tie a knot can help do this!  Let’s be inclusive, invite 

friends, have fun and do something wonderful for kids who need some 

TLC.   

Where & When:   

At the Marquette UU Meeting House 

1510 State Hwy M28 East. 

Saturday, May 9th. @ Noon – 4 pm, 

                                                             Look for our green sign and rainbow flag. 

 

Can I just stop in to help for a shorter time?  Absolutely. Cutting the slde strips and tying the fleece pieces 

together is work intensive as is trimming the large fabric pieces to matching size.  Many hands makes this work 

so easy and fast!   

How to Help Now:  Purchase fleece to make a blanket, even if you aren’t planning to attend. It can be fun to 

purchase fabric.  Most blankets take four yards of fleece:  one 2 yard piece for each side of the blanket (in other 

words, two 2- yard lengths of fabric).  Usually we like each side of the blanket to sort of “go with” the other 

side either print or color-wise.  Or,  donate some money to help us buy fleece.  We will put out a special 

donation basket at MUUC for this or send a check to MUUC, PO Box 687, Marquette, MI 49855.  Specify it is 

for the Fleece Blanket Project.  Our goal is 15 blankets, which takes a lot of fleece! 

What to bring to the Fleece Blanket Party: 

a. Scissors large and sharp enough to cut fleece fabric (Optional, but very helpful).  Those of us, 

who own extra pairs of large, sharp scissors, please bring them!  We try to have extra pairs of 

scissors available. 

b. Fleece, two 2-yard pieces (Optional).   We will have some fleece prepped and ready to tie, if you 

don’t bring your own. 

c. Food to complement pizza and lemonade (Optional)   

d. A smile, and your helping hands! (Mandatory!)   Let’s laugh a lot! 

 

Questions?  Give Nancy Sullivan a holler (906)360-3790 or nance249@gmail.com   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



March Meetings & Events (See Forums & Services on pg. 1) 

   (Meetings and events will take place at the Meeting House unless otherwise specified)            
April 3@ 6pm 

Friday 

First Friday Bring a dish to share, come for a meal, stay for a great 

conversation! 

April 4 @ 5pm 

Thursday 

CUUPS & United By Light Full Moon Gathering 

April 11@ 10am 

Saturday 
Community Development Committee 

April 14@ 1pm 

Tuesday 
Sunday Service Committee 

April 15 @ 12:30 

Sunday 
Social Action Committee Meeting 

April 29 @ 6pm 

Wednesday 
MqtUU Board of Trustees Meeting 

 

CAUSE FOR CONCERN: 
“Unitarian Universalists don’t have a Holy Book, UUs use libraries!” Our beloved Peter White Public 

library is in jeopardy, as are numerous other publicly funded programs and services!  

Please educate yourself, your family, your neighbors, people you pass on the street about the detrimental effects 

of the rulings by the MI Tax Tribunal in favor of corporations that cut their tax payments by as much as 2/3!!  

Note that that equals millions of dollars in local tax revenue that pays for education, senior services, road repair 

and maintenance, fire, police, and recreational facilities which are all facing major budget cuts!! 

 

DATES TO SAVE: 

MI Tax Tribunal Panel Discussion @ in the Community Room of  PWPL ~ APRIL 9th @ 7pm 

Panel Members: Rep Kivela, Sen. Casperson, Mqt. Tnshp Super, Dennis Liimata 

 

A very interesting presentation to be made at City Commissioners Meeting ~ Monday, April 27 @ 7pm 

 

Checkout the Facebook group “Save MQT, Save MI!” 

Or on the web   www.closemichiganloopholes.org 

And stay tuned for details on opportunities to become more informed and contact your representatives to share 

your concern over the negative impacts these cuts are having on our communities! 

 

THANK YOU! 

******************************************** 
 

The NEW in the New Era of Unitarian Universalism! 

Regional Assembly 2015 

April 17 – 19 

Marriott Hotel in Naperville, IL 

An entire weekend full of events for everyone! 
 

******************************************** 
From the UUA:  New uua.org is launched! 

We’re proud to introduce the new UUA.org, website of the Unitarian Universalist Association! Serving 

newcomers and lifelong Unitarian Universalists alike, this site is home to thousands of pages of information, 

tools and resources about the Unitarian Universalist faith and our 1,000 local congregations.  

http://www.closemichiganloopholes.org/
http://uua.org/

