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From Our Celebrant and Coordinator, Nancy Irish

Dear Friends,

SPringwincls of changc are blowingthrough our Ud communitg and my life as they alwags do at this time of year, when a new Board of Trustees is
elected and the buclget for the coming year is hammered out at the annual meeting. As I've written elsewhere in this newsletter, this year the cl’mange
includes a signhcicant reduction in hours for my Position as Celebrant and Coordinator. While it’s not a change I would have chosen, I’'m determined to make
the best of the situation. In fact, 'm warming up qui’ce l’xappily to the idea of havinga long summer break to regroup and rejuvenate.

Most oggou know bg now that I'll be spending the month of Julg in G]'lana, as one of two rogram leaders for a grou of American exchange
students cloing commurn”cg service in an orPhanage near the CaPital ci’cg of Accra. We'll also be de]ving into a dark moment in world and American Iﬁis’corg
when we visit some of the forts alongthe coast that were used as holcling tanks for the slave trade. ’'m excited as a little kid to have been chosen for this all-
expenses Paid service triP toa Part of the world I've never exPerienced. Given the state of fossil fuel depletion and climate change I know that my
international triPs are numberccl; lam very aware of the extravagant Privilegc such travel rcpresents, and feel unspeakablg gratmcu].

It's difficult to articulate how much this triP means to me, but suffice it to say that it calls to a vital part of my bcing that doesn’t find sufficient
expression in my clailg life. 1f 1 had to name two archetgpes I was born to express, it would be those of briclge builder and cultural creative. On my clear clags
| consider mysch an artist; culture is my medium. Experiencing other cultures I’ICIPS keep me alive and in tune with my own. | believe that cluring those
moments or c{ags or Periocls when we feel most ali\/e, that Feeling often stems from responcling to the call of our inner archetgpes. So Picture me alive and
happg, clancing with children to the beat of Ghanaian drums!

In short, Pleasc don’t sPend any oFgour Prccious energy Fceling badlg for me that my work time has been cut this year. This is an oPPortunitg for
me to tune into neglecte& aspects of mgschc, and to Practice my faith in non-attachment 've learned from Buddhism and Taoism....the “isness” that Meister
Eckhart said is God. 'm grathcied to learn once again that my faithis strong. | am fine.

My faith is strong not on|9 in what I've learned from great sPiritual traditions, but also in our community. The conversations I've had and observed
amongus during this Past month of cl'lange and cha”cngc have given me courage and hoPe. We are fine.

May we all take full advantage of this growing season. | look forward with clelight to seeing you allin September, when we can again share the fruits

of our rcsPcctive harvests.

With good cheer and much love,
Nancg Irish
Celebrant and Coordinator



Celebrant/ Coordinator’s Work Reduction —> A Call to Collective Action

Among other budget cuts necessitated 139 the shortfall for Fiscal Year 2011-12, which begins on Juig I,isa1»% cutin staff hours. For me, this
rePresents going from a .8 Full Time Equiva]ent (FTE) toa .61 FTE, or from 52 weeks (4 dags per week) to 40 weeks, with 12 weeks unpaid. During the
school yearitis nearlg impossible todo ti’iejob in less than 4 ciags per week. Fur’chermore, Pl need blocks of time to pursue other Possibilities. Thus, I will
be taking the majority of the reduced hours as unPaid leave cluring the summer months.

To thicken the Plo’c, |l was Pianning to take my accrued vacation dags around Julg for leaciiriga month iong exci'iange student service mission in
Ghana, but the Board and I have concluded that in ligiit of the reduction in my time this coming year, | need to take my vacation ciays before the end of the
fiscal year on June %0. This means that | am curren’clg on vacation until the end of June, and then will be on unPaici leave for Juiy and August, Pius four
more weeks sPread out cluring the school year.

One of my concerns about this cl'iange is that Nancy sullivan, Chair of the Community Development Committee, doesn’t end up with the work that
is usua”g covered by me. EsPeciang imPortant is connecting with guests and newcomers to our circle, which is a Pleasure to anyone who e?}ogs meeting new

f.

PeoPle. it you are wi”ing to iielp with this imPortant function, esPeciaHg ciuring the summer mon’chs, Please contact Nancy Sullivan or myse

Nanc9 Irish

From Our Religious Education Coordinator, Melissa Middleton

We've completeci another fun and Fulici”inggear of Religious Education for kids at the MUUC. Participation was up again from the Previous year and we
managed to staff three age aPProPriate classes all year, thanks to the amazing RE volunteers who make it possible. On the final clag we Plaged the game
Jeoparclg with the questions being about the three religions we studied this year and UUism. Iwas so thrilled that tl’"ICH knew all the answers. Thank youto
the May volunteers Sarah Joimson, Kim Frost, Michelle Harrison, Michelle Ha“eg, Sari Embiey, and Morgana Penglase. A sPecial thank you to Kim Frost,
244 gorcion and Sarah Johnson for being the mainstays RE Sunciay morning classes for the year.

This Past month we Planteci trees for and with the Green Team, and completed our commitment to the Tourist Park

annual clean~uP (thanks to Alice McMahon).

We also erjoyed the annual Ce]ebra’cing Children service.

Duringtiie summer we'll be busg making Plans for CamP MUUC and the fall curriculum.



CamP MUUC is families to connect in community with nature in a mindful way. It will be hosted at the Irish-Villa property August 19-21. Kids ages /-14 of

memlDers and non~meml)ers are WClCOfﬂC.

We would love the commitment of a few volunteers for this year's RE. We will continue our stuclg of world religions. It is important to offer age aPProPriate
classes so that older kids and toddlers have sePara’ce classes. The Pas’c b) years we have had one volunteer to take one of the classes for the whole year.
That made it Possible to offer the strong program that we have. We are lool<ing for that individual for this fall so let me know if you are interested. OWL will
be offered as well every other Sunday October tl1rougl1 May.

I will be worl<ing on MUUC matters on a very limited basis tl1rougl’7 the summer, Planning and coorclina’cing Fall RE and CamP Muuc programs. ook
forward to re~uniting with you and your kids at Camp MUUC August 19 and/or this SePteml:)er when we continue our exploration of world religions in RE.

Thank you for another great 3ear!
Melissa Middleton

OWL parent orientation meetings planned:

We are hosting Parent orientations for the 2011-2012 Our Whole Lives (OWL) class that starts next fall for 6’cl1-9’cl'1 graders.
Please attend ixcgou have children you are considering enrolling in OWL this year. (Attendance at an orientation meeting is
required for all Parents of OWL Participants.)
Please share this invitation with other families.

Two parent orientations to be held:
June 14, 6:30 p-m., at the UU mee’cing l"lOUSC)

|ate Summer~earl9 Fall clate to l)e announcecl.

OWL is an amazing, program Proviclinggoungteens with much-needed information and skills for moving into the years in which ’clieg become more aware of
their own, and o’cl’iers', sexuali’cy. The focus is on

values-driven clecision~mal<ing, abstinence and respect for others and self.

We are lool<ing forward to another great year of OwL!

Contact: Melissa (906) 236-44%% or mlmelissa@live.com.
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OWL Marketing:
Please hc]P us sPrcacl the word. The RE Committee, staff and OWL volunteers aPPreciate your assistance in marketing the OWL program. It is free to

Marque’cte area 6th to 9’ch graclers‘ A Poster aclvertising the Parent orientations for OWL is attached. Please forward this to Parents of children who may
be eligible. Please Print it and post it or contact Melissa for hard coPies (2%6-44%3).

Summer Childcare:

The Religious Education program for kids has ended for the summer. Informal Sunclag morning childcare is Provided bg volunteers and intended to run
itself. A sign up sheet with instructions is Posted on the door to the communitg room. Please sign up there. A copy is attached to this email so you can

compare dates with your schedule. The next dates volunteers are needed are June 12 and June 19. The Parcnts thank you.

Meet our New Member)
Don Robison

Part I Religious Journeg

Don Robison grewup in a rural area in lower Michigan, between Flint and Port Huron. His first experiencc with a
church was through a we”-meaning ncighbor woman who stopl:)ecl !:)5 on Sunclay momings to "snatch him up and take

him to a free Methodist church. His Paren’cs, exceP’c for wedclings, funerals and church P]ays, never attended church.

As a child, he was not interested in the sermons, but he went to Sunclag school which was "kind of fun" as he met kids

his own age. The minister and his wixce, who was also a minister, took turns Prcacl’ling and stoPPed bg Don's house

now and then for a visit. There was alwags a l’luge scramble when his gamilg saw them coming to Pick up any beer
bottles and empty any ash trays if need be. Years later, he realized that he did like the music in the Methodist church,
with memorable tunes like Old Ruggecl Cross. They made a lasting impression on him.

When Don was 7 or 8, the xcamily moved, and he did not attend church for a few years. When he cnterecljunior high school, he began going to the local
Methodist church. His mother had gone to the nearbg church when she was youngas did Don's grandparcnts. lnjunior high, his on-and-oﬂzgirl friend
also went to the Methodist church as did some other neiglﬂbors with kids Don's age. Except for one instance, Don quit goingto church when he was 13.
Once when he was out with a co”ege gir] some years later, she complained all cvening about her church (Catholic), so he sugges’cecl she goto another one,
such as the F:Piscopal church. She hesitated but the next morning, called him earlg, and tlﬂey headed for the F:Piscopal church. That was the last time he

attended church until many years later.



When Don was in his earlg twenties, he interviewed his grancimoti‘ier. He was a historg teacher bg then and was interested in Family i’iis’corg. He asked his
grandmother whg, with all the very religious and conservative People on her side of the icamilg who went to church, did she stop going, She resPondecl that
her father was qui’ce religious and read the Bible to them evergday. At some Point, when she was a child, her father had some kind of deaiing with the

minister who beat him out of 5 dollars over a calf or sneeP, and he quit going to church.

His granclmother was very anti-catholic. When Don's mother was young she wanted to have a sleePover at one of her friend's house. Don's granclmotl'ier
would not allow it because the next dag was Sunday, and theg went to mass on Sunclag. Needless to say, his mother did not think much of the Catholics

after that. lronicalig, both Don's sisters married Catholics, one very Practicing and the other not.

Don became aware of the UU's during his clags in Farmington, MI, when he was teac]'iinggovernment and historg. In1968, a volunteer sPeaker, a lawger,
came to his class and sPoke on civil righ’cs. He was C|ui’ce liberal. When he was not talking to Don's classes, he was ta”<ing to Don about his memberslﬁip in
the local uu church. Although Don had studied RalPii Waldo Emerson and had read about U historica”g, he had never encountered anyone who was a
Unitarian. This fellow made a very Persuasive argument for going to UU but for various reasons (Fairlg long drive to the congregation, didnt want to give up
his free time on Sundags and his iong historg of not attendinga church) Don never made the triP. But the seed was Planted, and he knew that if he ever
went to church again, it would be to the U congregation. In the various Places where he subsecluen’clg lived, he keP’c his eyes and ears open forauu

congrega’cion but never encounterec{ one.

Don came to the UPPer Peninsula in the 1980s. In ear]g October 1990, he saw an ad in the newspaper announcing, the UUSs were meeting in the chapel of
the EPiscoPal church. When he saw the ad, he decided to £0. Hej'oined the congregation that year. The Gorski's, Schwi’czgoebel's, Griffith's and Lindseg
Griffith made up the congregation a]ong with Katng Mellenbach, who dropped out a little later. Don brougnt the number of members up to nine. The

McLean'sjoineci a few months later.

This group continued for a few years and met in the ci’iaPel of the Episcopal church. They could not meet in the morning in the chapel since it was used
bg the E:Piscopalians, Te] t1’163 met on Sunciay‘s atl p-m. Not everyone liked the afternoon services. Eventua”y theg found theg could meet in the basement
of the hotel on Third Street, now Beacon House, and the gatherings moved there. The congregation began to grow a little.

Donwas in cl'iarge of Publicitg, his first Posi’cion in the congregation. He understood that ’cheij had to get their name out in the community. He made sure
the UUSs were included in the Mining Journal's Saturdag listing of churches in the area.

At one Point, theg gota student minister, Bill Sasso, from the Meaduville Lombard UU Seminarg, who came twice a month. Bill was a student in a Chicago
seminarg; this experience was similar to an internship for him. Graclua”g afew more Peop[e came to the Sunciay services. Don's Publici’cy work was Paging

off. A couple came with a child, the onlg child theg had in the congregation. There was still a solid core of 12 or 15 members. After years of resisting, Don



became a member of the board; he lived in Deerton, and it was a long commute for him. Jon McLean was Presiclent and Henry Quinlan was VP and was

bcinggroomecl to SUCCCCC{ Jon.

By then there were more students and children coming to the services on Sunc{ay. The sullivans had joined, and the McLean's were a driving factor.
Suclclenlg Henrg announced he had been transferred (I’]C worked for the Fish and wildlife Service) to Superior, Wisconsin. The whole succession chart was
upset as Henry was suPPosecl to take over as Prcsident. Marilgn Gorski did not want to be Presidcnt 50 suddcnly Don found himself in "the shocking
Position of being Presiclen’c of the congregation.”

That year took a toll on him because he Fundamen’ca”y does not like to g0 to meetings. He had unending meetings at the higlﬁ school and was burned
out. When his year was up, it was about the same time that the church moved again to Brickgard Road, near Menard's. Don went a few times, but the drive
was longer now, and he was ’ccaching all clag as well as a course in the evening at Northern. He loved working with the co”ege students and did not want to
give that up; nor could he afford to gjve up his clagjobl 50 hejust stoPPecl goingto UU. He took a Fiveyear leave of absence. Then one c{ag, he heard the
"l’)aPPH news" that the UUs had bought our current mee’cing house, coming half way to his P[ace in Deerton. He had missed a lot of the Pcople and was
glad to be back again.

Next month: Don Robison, Part 2: Teacl']ing Career, Years Overseas and the U.P.

Rachel Crary

From Social Action Committee

UUA, UJUSC's Joint TriP Brings 10 Seminary Students to Haiti

Eco~Vi”age Project to Provide Homes for 40 Haitian Families

In response to Haiti's clevastating ear’chquake, the Unitarian Universalist Association (UuA) and Unitarian Universalist Service Committee uuso)
continue thcirjoint relief eHfort to ensure recovery for Haitians. Starting May 24, an cco~vil|agc builcling Project bcgan hclping 40 Haitian families rebuild

their homes and their lives.

This past year, members of the Papage Peasant Movement (MPP), one of UUSsC's partners in Haiti, set aside several hectares of land on Haiti's Central

Plateau for families Fleeing the destruction in Port-au-Prince. The eco—vi“age Planned for this spot, says MPP's Executive Director Chavannes Jean-



Baptiste, will Provicle no’cjust shelter but a means of livelihood from cultiva’cing the land. In addition, the vision includes mal(ing the eco-village a center for

new techno]ogg, where farmers can test and aclapt energy and resource-efficient modes of oPeration.

Ten UU seminarians will work alongside members of MPP to help construct homes. UUA President Rev. Peter Morales and former UUA President and
current UUSC President Bill schulz will Provide spiri‘cua! and socialjustice lcadership as theg work side bg side with the Participants‘ This cle]cgation also

will meet with some of UUSC's social-justice Par’cners in Port-au-Prince.

As this socialjustice sojourn unfolds, check out on~the~grounc| updates on the UUA and UUSC websites, ogering Photos and reflections on how service

work and the shared cxPerience in Haiti connect to the basic tenets of UU faith and minis’crg.

Read about thcﬂoumeg on the UUA International Office's blog, Faith Without Borders, and the UUSC's JustWorks blog.
Also follow the latest upcla’ccs on this insPiring triP on Twitter at @ JUA and @ UJUSC and on the UUA's and UUSC's
Facebook pages.

Traditional UU Flower Celebration June 12!

Each person brings aflower to be placed in a basket or vase before the service. If you Forget, don't worry; there will be

extras. The children will bring the Hlowers forward at the bcginning of the service, where the consecration of the flowers will

be read. You'll hear the storg of Norbert CaPek and the first flower communion and understand wlﬂg you take home a
different flower than the one you brought. Music and meditations will be centered on our aPPreciation of the big and little
sPots of color that gree’c our eyes at this time of year. It'sa sPecial Sundag which ud congregations around the world celebrate on different Sunclags

t]'lroughout the sPring. Dojoin us!

Services and Forums for June

Date Service Forum

June 5 “Evil, Suffering, and Satan.” Service Leader: Tom Spencer [‘Nuclear Power: Lessons From Japan.” Host: Martin
Steindler

June 12 Flower Celebration. Service Leader: Kathy Klos “Privacy in an Electronic World.” Hosts: gg Gordon, Shaun
Devlin, Tom Sullivan

June 19 Father’s Day. Service Leader: TBA TBA

June 26 “Solstice.” Service Leader: Paula Kiesling TBA
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Board of Trustees
Cathy Church, President
Michael White, Vice President

Gail Simonds, Secretary

Jenny Vajda
Paula Kiesling
Staff

Nancy Irish, Community Coordinator & Celebrant

Melissa Middleton, Religious Education Coordinator

Other Positions

Michelle Harrison, Religious Education Chair
Shaun Devlin, Treasurer

Tom and Nancy Sullivan , Building Use Coordinator
Sarah Redmond, Newsletter

Vacant, Social Action Chair

Michael Erdmann, Building Chair

Barb Michael, Music Coordinator

Tom Sullivan, Program Chair

Nancy Sullivan, Co-Development Chair

Amy Fletemier, Stewardship Chair
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