Marquette Unitarian Universalist Congregation
Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes
7 May 2011
Call to Order 12.00pm

Present: Cathy Church, Paula Kiesling, Mike White, Gail Simonds



Nancy Irish

Meeting Goal: Develop a process to address the integration of a registered sex offender into MUUC.

Cathy Church contacted the insurance provider to determine liability issues. As long as a sex offender has no contact with children and adults are aware of the situation, no change is needed in the current policy.

Short Term


Nancy Irish, Paula Kiesling and Mike White (if available) will meet with the sexual offender and present the following points for his consideration.


 - make the person aware that we knew he is a registered sex offender 


        and offer to him the opportunity to respond

    
- support the person's intent to continue as a member but only after he

       agrees: not to attend any formal or informal MUUC activities until after

       the BOT meets with the congregation 

       
- to meet with the BOT and sign a limited access behavior contract prior 

       to returning to MUUC activities.  

Intermediate


Board of Trustee Members will meet with the RE Coordinator and RE Committee Chair on 8 May 2011 after the MUUC service to apprise them of the situation.

The Board of Trustees and invited members of the leadership will meet at the Meeting House at 6 pm on Monday 9 May 2011. The agenda will include a review of the actions from Saturday (5/7/11) and Sunday (5/8/11). Plans for follow up meetings and congregational notification will also be discussed.


Congregational Meetings are planned for Wednesday (5/11/11) and Thursday (5/12/11) from 7pm to 9 pm for the formal conversation around integrating a sex offender into MUUC. Independent professional counselors will be available during the meetings.
Long Term

Determine the consensus of the congregation around the possibility of

integrating sex offenders in to MUUC.


If appropriate develop policies and behavioral contracts for integration of

sex offenders into MUUC. 
Addendums
Email from Paula Kiesling on Saturday, 7 May 2011 at 5.25pm
Subsequent to today's meeting re: integration into the congregation of a person convicted of child sexual abuse; and in conjunction with the initial plan to meet with the person,  two board persons (Mike White, Paula Kiesling) and Nancy Irish agreed to meet with the individual in order to:

   
 - make the person aware that we knew he is a registered sex offender
   and offer to him the opportunity to respond

    
- support the person's intent to continue as a member but only after he
  agrees: not to attend any formal or informal Muuc activities until after the 
  BOT meets with the congregation 

      
- to meet with the BOT and sign a limited access behavior contract prior to
  returning.  

Emphasis was made and maintained throughout that this person will be treated with compassion and caring.

 

Nancy Irish made the initial phone call and, with care and compassion, relayed our desire to meet with him and why. Per this phone contact, he suggested we meet outside his home.  A place and time were set. The individual did not attend the meeting. The BoT members and Nancy waited over 30 minutes.  Efforts were made to contact him by phone without success. 

 

 After discussion and consultation with BOT president it was decided (with much concern), that Nancy would make a series of calls between now and tomorrow: the first to indicate our concern; the next to emphasize concern and request him to return a call; the last would be to again reemphasize concern and intent to relay our concerns to a legal party to check on his well being.  

 

Email from XXXXXX XXXXXXXX on 8 May 2011 at 10pm.
Dear Ms. Church,

I am rescinding my membership from the Marquette Unitarian Universalist Church effective immediately. I do NOT want to be contacted by anyone from the congregation or any of its affiliates. 

XXXXXX XXXXXXXX
Meeting Attendees

Sunday (5/8/11) meeting with RE Coordinator and Committee Chair also included Nancy Sullivan.
The Board of Trustees Meeting on Monday (5/9/11) will include Gary Stark.
